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Director of Ceremonies,

Honourable Dr. John Chrysostom Muyingo, Minister of State for Higher
Education, Republic of Uganda,

Honourable Madalitso Wirima Kambauwa, Minister of Education,

Republic of Malawi,

Honourable Safi Songo Ayane, Minister of Higher Education, Republic of

the Democratic Republic of Congo,

Honourable Professor Mohamed Hassan Dahab, Minster of Higher

Education and Scientific Research, Republic of Sudan,
Other Honourable Ministers,

His Excellency Josefa Leonel Correia Sacko, Commissioner: Agriculture,
Rural Development, Blue Economy and Sustainable Environment,

African Union Commission,
Excellencies Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Representatives of International Organizations,

Professor Theresia Nkuo-Akenji, RUFORUM Board Chairperson and Vice

Chancellor of the University of Bamenda, Cameroon,
Esteemed RUFORUM Board Members and Vice Chancellors,
Prof. Patrick Okori , RUFORUM Executive Secretary,

Senior Government and Private Sector Officials present,

Deans of RUFORUM Member Universities and other Academics, Dear

Students,
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Members of the Media,
Invited guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning to you all!

I would like to express sincere gratitude for the invitation extended to me
to attend, deliver the Official Opening Address at the Second Triennial
Conference of the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in
Agriculture (RUFORUM) being held in Windhoek, Republic of Namibia
from 12 to 16 August 2024.

I wholeheartedly, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of
Namibia and the people of Namibia, welcome you all, esteemed
delegates, especially the international participants, to Namibia and in
particular to Windhoek our capital. Please feel at home away from home.
I trust that you will enjoy the Namibian hospitality during the conference
and your stay in Namibia, and invite you to come back to Namibia and

explore the natural and cultural beauty of our country.

As you are aware, the establishment of a free, independent and
democratic Namibian State was partially through the support and
solidarity of the international community, including the United Nations,
hence our desire and commitment, as per the provisions of the
Constitution of the Republic of Namibia to promote international

cooperation and mutually beneficial relations among nations.
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I am reliably informed that this is the second time that the University of
Namibia is hosting a RUFORUM event, the first being in 2015, nearly a

decade ago.

Honourable Ministers,
Excellencies,

The role of the agriculture sector in achieving the United Nations’
Sustainable Development Goals, 1: No poverty and SDG 2 : Zero hunger
cannot be overemphasized. Against this background, the Government of
the Republic of Namibia and the RUFORUM Universities in Namibia
welcomes the hosting of the 2nd RUFORUM Triennial Conference under
the theme : “Operationalising Higher Agricultural Education and Research

Ecosystems for Innovation, Industrialisation and Economic Development in

Africa: A Call for Action”.

I could not agree more with the Theme that is a call for action. for Africa
to attain food sovereignty through the transformation of the agriculture
sector as a key driver for wealth creation and improvement of the quality

of life and material conditions of the African people.

The objectives and themes of the Conference are consistent with the “AU
2003 Maputo Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security”, and the 2014
Malabo Declaration on Accelerated Agricultural Growth and Transformation for

Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods.

The African Heads of State and Government in both Declarations
committed African States to the allocation of at least 10% of national
budget resources to agriculture.
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At the “Africa Fertilizer and Soil Health Summit”, that His Excellency Dr.
Nangolo Mbumba, President of the Republic of Namibia has attended,
Namibia together with several African countries committed to invest in
Science and Technology, especially fertilizers to grow the agriculture
sector for the prosperity of our people. It should further be noted that
AU member states also took a decision that at least 1% of GDP should be
invested in Science and Technology. At this stage the average investment
in Science and Technology in Africa stands a 0.6% while in developed

countries the average is 1.7%.

In the case of Namibia, the Fifth National Development Plan ( NDP5)
highlights increased agricultural production for cereals, horticulture and
livestock , develop agro - processing industries by utilizing local produce
and regional value chains, increase smallholder or communal farmers
productivity, enhance animal health and production, enhance
preparedness for effective response, recovery and reconstruction, and
promote the planting of drought resistance varieties as the desired

strategic imperatives and outcomes.

The theme of the conference directs us all to act now and with a sense of
urgency in order to secure the posterity of our continent. We must,
however, do so consciously and aware of the fact that climate change, that
is linked to increase weather variability is with us affecting the agriculture

sector that for example, in Namibia, supports 70% of the population and
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is a provider of many livelihoods. The Sector also employs about a third

of the Namibian workforce.

Honourable Ministers,
Excellencies,

As you are may recall, the Comprehensive African Agricultural
Development Programme, a continental framework under Agenda 2063,
aims to assist African countries to eliminate hunger and reduce poverty
by raising economic growth through agriculture - led development and
increased national budget provision to the capacity building in higher
agriculture education and research as well as increased investment in
modernizing agriculture and in particular rural and subsistence

agriculture.

Science, technology and innovation are the cornerstones for the
development of Africa, in particular enhancing industrialization and
manufacturing. We must do everything possible to ensure that the
African continent is not just a consumer of scientific knowledge and
products from the rest of the world, but also a generator of knowledge
and innovations that provides solutions to industry, communities and

government.
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Research, Science and Technology should help humanity to live decent
life. The last three years have seen some of the hottest months since
temperature recording began, and clearly, we are headed to breach the

above 1.5°C mark above pre-industrial levels.

The effects on agriculture are already being felt with increased frequency
of droughts, floods and crop failure. Namibia as one of the driest
countries on the African Continent and Sub-region, water security
especially under the threat of climate change could not be more
important. I therefore, on behalf of the Government of the Republic of
Namibia congratulates the organizers for holding a special side event on
water for production. Our Government and relevant institutions look
forward to receiving your recommendations that would assist in

modernizing the agriculture sector and improving the agro ecosystem.

Honourable Ministers,

Excellencies,

As we are aware, Africa has the youngest population with nearly 70%
being under the age of 30 years old, and yet Africa has not fully optimized
the potential of its young people. Youth unemployment, including
graduate unemployment is one the major challenges that many countries
in the world is facing. It is against this background that we must educate
and skill our young people by adequately preparing them for the future
of work. We must unlock opportunities for our young people and a
meeting of this nature provides the opportunity to learn lessons from

across Africa and the rest of the world.
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These lessons could assist Africa to address the question of
unemployment, work transitions, and wealth and job creation for the
youth of Africa. I urge the scholars and scientists at this conference to
discuss and provide policy recommendations for improving the material
conditions of the African people by amongst others, making agriculture
work for our people. We need improved, resilient and productive
varieties of crops and breeds of livestock. In addition, we need ecological
production methods, green technologies for energy, circular economic
models to minimize wastage, enhance integration, and sustainability. The
underpinning for all these is strong science foundation and investment in

science, technology and research.

I am happy to note the presence of my Colleagues Ministers, Excellencies,
Development Partners, Government Ministries and Agencies, and public
and private actors at this conference. Learn from each other, but alsoshare

your experiences.

I now have the honour and privilege to declare the Second RUFORUM

Triennial Conference officially opened.

I thank you.

7|Page



