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e Ambassador of the European Union, Her Excellency, Ana Beatriz
Martins

e Governor of Ohangwena, Hon. Lt. Genl. (Rtd) Sebastian Ndeitunga

e Mayor of Eenhana, His Worship, Omri-Om Kavandje

e The Development Cooperation Counsellor, Mr Thomas Feidieker

¢ Namibia Training Authority Board Chairperson, Mr. Jerome Mutumba

e Namibia Training Authority CEO, Mr. Erick Fundula Nenghwanya

e Eenhana VTC Centre Manager, Mr. Junias Jacob

e The NEV TVET Hub Chairperson, Mr Isak Ndipuashimwe

e Esteemed Guests

e Trainers and Trainees

e Membersof the Media

e Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good morning!

It gives me great pleasure to join you in celebrating yet another milestone for the
three public vocational training centres making up the NEV-TVET Hub, namely
Eenhana VTC in Ohangwena Region; Valombola VTC at Ongwediva in Oshana
Region; and Nakayale VTC at Outapi in Omusati Region.

Like all other public VTCs, these institutions play a critical role in giving effect
to our agenda of a robust and industry-driven domestic job creation. We need to
obtain and sustain the technical and vocational skills and expertise needed to
grow our economy, in line with the macro-economic development objectives we

have set ourselves, as a country.



e Esteemed Guests

e Ladies and Gentlemen:

We have seen skills development interventions being successful in various
international contexts when used as a key component of an integrated

employment generation and poverty alleviation strategy.

The Namibian Government understands the significance of our country obtaining
and sustaining the skills and expertise needed to grow our economy. Creating
jobs - and making sure they are the right jobs - will be how we lift our people out
of poverty; how we empower thousands of women and young people; and how

we develop a strong, secure, and robust economy.

The TVET sector, as an integral part of our mainstream national education

system, is critical to our future competitiveness.

Ensuring that our industries are equipped with the right individuals, who possess
the right skills and attributes to compete in the ever-evolving and emerging
industry sectors that constitute our economy, is certainly not an easy task. It is a
task that is exacerbated by the fact that, more often than not, the need for skills
training in all sectors of our economy, exceeds the resources we have at our

disposal.

However, the themes that underpin Namibia’s focus in this regard, namely:
responding to skills shortages, demonstrating innovative ways of delivering
TVET skills and expertise, and investing in leading-edge TVET skKills

development, will continue to guide our priority into the future.



As a Ministry, we have been impressed by the manner in which the NTA is
dealing with the priorities set and the related challenges. It remains critical,
however, for the Ministry and the NTA to maintain the momentum and
commitment towards successfully transforming the provision of TVET in

Namibia.

e Your Excellency, Ambassador Martins

Allow me to, on behalf of the Namibian Government, register our sincere
appreciation for the sustained provision and support to our country, in general,

and to our TVET sector, in particular.

In this regard, | single out the Promotion of Technical and Vocational Education
and Training (ProTVET) Project, which complements our development
cooperation in the priority area of sustainable economic development and has as
key objectives the rendering of supportto key elements of the TVET system and

the enhancement of overall industry participation.

Installing photovoltaic plans at our public VTCs is but one single aspect of the
comprehensive support over the years to our TVET sector, which to date has also
included:

o funding to several physical infrastructure expansion projects at public

VTCs;

o procurement of training equipment and tools;

o training of trainers; and

o the development of a wide range of industry-relevant TVET qualifications

In economic priority areas such as agriculture, tourism and logistics.



We remain indebted to you as our development partners for the enabling support.
The good and solid support and progress, regardless; we must do more - and we
must do so with real and renewed urgency, because our country has very high
aspirations for our TVET sector, and its graduates. As such, we continue to rely
on your ongoing suport, which is an investment in our most valuable resource —

its people.

Within the remits of our long-standing bilateral cooperation, there continues to
exist significant scope for intensified partnership in the TVET field. Rest assured
- Namibia will continue to explore such opportunities, because at the end of the
day, collaboration remains an effective way for governments and nations to meet

the huge skills development challenges before us.

e Esteemed Guests

e Ladies and Gentlemen:

Allow me an opportunity to turn my attention to this particular project.

Namibia enjoys a very high number of annual sunshine hours and offers one of
the highest solar energy yields in the world. The installation of photovoltaic solar
plants at some public VTCs is therefore an encouraging and heartening
development. Such systems are perfect for Namibia's arid environment, because
they are extremely durable and require little upkeep. Panels can last up to 25 years
or more and are made to endure our extreme weather conditions like high winds

and sandstorms.

The main advantage of solar electricity is the cost saving aspect over the long

term. Furthermore, from a corporate social responsibility perspective, we are now



able to generate our own green electricity and operate in a manner that reduces

our environmental impact and lower our carbon footprint.

e Director of Ceremonies

It was the famous American entrepreneur, Nelson Jackson, who once said, and |

quote:

“You can't expect to meet the challenges of TODAY, with YESTERDAY’s tools
and expect to be in business TOMORROW”.

TVET gives us the tools for the future. TVET is the future. Therefore, gone are
the days of simply talking about increased access to training and increased
funding and inputs to support that increase. Our focus should now be on
outcomes, effectiveness and enhanced access in generating more value from the

resources available for TVET.

The installation of photovoltaic plants is a step in the right direction and we expect
a wide range of benefits to accrue over the short- to medium-term, including
minimal maintenance, reduced operational costs, reduced greenhouse gas
emissions and decreased energy expenses. Furthermore, although relatively small
In comparison with other major solar farms, these installations are contributing
to the objective of increasing the proportion of renewable energy sources in

Namibia’s energy mix.

In conclusion, I call on the three beneficiary public VTCs to take full ownership
of these installations. Join hands in maintaining these facilities and work together

in protecting them against destruction, theft and vandalism.



In introducing this facility and in creating awareness about it amongst local
stakeholders, I also challenge the three beneficiary VTCs to develop and offer an
introductory level of renewable energy awareness training to staff and the public

at large.

It is now my privilege, on behalf of the Namibian Government, to officially
inaugurate this photovoltaic solar installation, here at Eenhana VTC. | express
my appreciation to all of you, our guests and partners, for supporting our

endeavour and for your attendance of this event.

| thank you!



