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Director of Ceremonies;

Mr Mért Volmer, Undersecretary of the Estonian Ministry of Culture;

Ms. Eunice Smith, UNESCO Head of Office and Country Representative;

Prof Kenneth Matengu, Vice Chancellor University of Namibia;

Dr Lisho Mundia, Deputy Executive Director, Ministry of Higher Education,
Technology and Innovation;

Mr Gernot Piepmeyer, Secretary-General of the Namibia National Commission for
UNESCO;

Ms Madli Kumpas, Estonia National Commission for UNESCO;

Representatives of any other Organisations, Ministries and Agencies (OMAS) present;
Dear Estonian delegation;

Distinguished guests;

Members of the media;

Ladies and gentlemen;

Good morning.

I am honoured and delighted to be with you today to participate in the opening of the
2024 Creative Entrepreneurship Academy conference in Namibia. The conference
which is hosted under the theme **The Role of Education in Preserving and Digitizing
Cultural Heritage.” At the outset, | would like to express my gratitude to the Namibia
National Commission for UNESCO and Estonia National Commission for UNESCO,
in partnership with the Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) Loov Eesti and
Viljandi Culture Academy from Estonia and the University of Namibia for their
collaboration in an initiative to develop heritage-based digital skills and
entrepreneurship in Namibia, funded by the Estonian Centre for International
Development (EstDEV).

The project “Develop heritage-based digital skills and entrepreneurship in Namibia”
aims to raise awareness about heritage-based and creative economy entrepreneurship

while applying digital technologies and engaging the youth. It is known fact that our
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youth who will participate in this programme are expected to acquire knowledge about
product development, entrepreneurship, the circular economy, and digital technologies.
This initiative is a testament to the power of collaboration and partnership. National
Commissions for UNESCO, uniquely positioned to build multi-stakeholder
partnerships, are mechanisms of international cooperation that can effectively
contribute to the 2030 Agenda of “Strengthening the means of implementation and
revitalising the global partnership for sustainable development”. This initiative

demonstrates how such partnerships can create tangible positive impacts.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I want to remind all of us here today, that the United Nations General Assembly in
November 2023 underlined the importance of unlocking the benefits of the creative
economy. This sector significantly contributes to the global economy, comprising 3.1
percent of the total global gross domestic product in 2020, generating 50 million jobs
worldwide, and accounting for 3 percent of the global trade in goods and 21 percent of
the global trade in services in 2020. The accelerated growth in the creative industries
has opened up considerable employment prospects, particularly for our youth and
women. It has also offered a springboard for innovation in developing cultural and
creative industries, from safeguarding tangible and living heritage to promoting the
diversity of cultural expressions and the development of sustainable cultural tourism.

The rapid advancement of digital technologies is transforming the cultural and creative
industries, democratising the production and distribution of cultural and creative
content. This has opened new avenues and approaches, including through the digital
economy, to producing, distributing, and benefiting from creative products, inspiring a

new wave of creativity and innovation.

Furthermore, the introduction of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the creative and cultural
industries is setto transform the sector drastically, further reducing barriers to producing
cultural and creative content while creating new challenges. It is evident that Al allows

for content production without requiring extensive artistic or technical knowledge. All
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you will need is an understanding of Al functionality, an internet connection, a

computer, and software.

Director of Ceremonies,

Namibia has arich intangible cultural heritage with the “Marula festival” and the “Nama
Ancestral Musical Sound Knowledge and Skills - the nama stap)” elements inscribed
on the UNESCO intangible cultural heritage list. This rich cultural heritage, if
effectively exploited, can serve as an input in entrepreneurship that will guarantee a
distinctive nature of business and increase our global competitiveness. We should do
everything possible to harness this rich cultural heritage and creativity to develop and
grow the creative industries in Namibia for the benefit of our youth and our shared
future, taking advantage of the advancement of digital technologies and Artificial

Intelligence (Al).

The Government of the Republic of Namibia will continue to create an enabling
environment that ensures that the creative economy is equally accessible and inclusive
for all at the national and local levels. This inclusivity will include, among others:
women, youth, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, local communities and
people in vulnerable situations, reinforces the status of artists, creators, cultural
practitioners and professionals. It is my belief that the creative economy will advance
the agenda of promoting full and productive employment and decent work for all,
progressive formalisation of the labour market and fair remuneration, and improves
access formicro, Small and Medium Enterprises (SMESs), including cultural enterprises,

in the creative economy to participate in national, regional and global value chains.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The priority of our Ministry is to develop a workforce with suitable knowledge and
skills to succeed within the creative industries. This includes more investment in
technical and vocational, education and training (TVET) skills and quality
apprenticeships. I thus challenge our higher educationand TVET institutions to provide

employment skills and knowledge for our students and others wishing to work in the
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creative industries as an attractive and appropriate way of gaining employment. Digital
skills and literacy in the arts and culture sector are becoming increasingly important
worldwide. We need to ensure that our artists, creators, and cultural managers have the

digital skills to enable them to compete globally.

In this regard, | am happy to note that the Namibia University of Science and
Technology (NUST) and the Namibia Training Authority (NTA) are developing new
TVET programmes that aim to build skills for the creative industries. | sincerely hope
these programmes will strengthen the link between creative industries and youth
employment, the preservation of cultural heritage, and technical and vocational skills.
According to UNESCO (2019), TVET can play a valuable role in safeguarding
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), and ICH can be an incredibly rich resource for
TVET programmes.

As we look towards the future, it is imperative that Namibia invests in research and
development to drive innovation in the emerging green energy and new oil and natural
gas sectors. The global shift towards sustainable energy solutions offers immense
opportunities for our nation, particularly in the fields of Green Hydrogen (GH2), green
ammonia and biofuels. These sectors have the potential not only to diversify our energy
portfolio but also to create new industries and job opportunities, contributing to our
economic resilience. To this end, our academic institutions and research centres must
prioritise the development of cutting-edge technologies and processes that will position
Namibia as a leader in the production and export of these green energy sources. By
fostering collaborations between government, industry, and academia, we can ensure
that the necessary knowledge, skills, and infrastructure are in place to support the

growth of these crucial industries.

| sincerely hope that our higher education institutions and TVET centres will take
advantage of this conference to interact and learn from their Estonian counterparts about
heritage-based and creative economy entrepreneurship while applying digital

technologies to engage our youth.
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In conclusion, | would like to express my bestwishes for this conference. I look forward
to your discussions and recommendations, which are of great interest, as they will help

address our most pressing challenge of youth unemployment.

Thank you for your attention.
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